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A woman’s visit to India to see e

a1 Chﬂrity mal{lng q diﬁerence to helping over 3,000 children daily.
- . Street Child Project, a registered

the Chlldrﬁtn llVlﬂg o1l the Stl‘eets. society in Singapore, has pledged

to support i-india’s projects that
will enable marginalized street
children to have a future that they
rightfully deserve.

BY ANITA WILLIAMS

A small group of us made a trip out
to Jaipur in October 2010, to take

a look at i-india’s many projects.
This was one of many rewarding
trips to Jaipur, deeply encouraging
to know the support we give and
have given is transforming the lives
of the children who need it most.
Our first stop was Mumbai as there
was no direct flight to Jaipur from
Singapore, where i-india is based.
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SEEING THE DIVIDE

Murnbai is a city of stark contrasts.
The blue squares when you fly in
hiave besn mistaken as swimming
prools from the air, but they ara
[#la stic shaeting over the slums
that live beside the busy airport

= *Slurndaa Millionaire® territong
(cined after the award-winning
mawiel, Mumbai is a city whene
dr=ams can come true and where
rmary salf-made millicraires come
Frizm.

The haart beat of Bolhraood -
children dream of b=ooming actors
ar farnous cricket players. Whether
rich or poor they share this dream.
Frivate cars drive amongst the
dogs, tuktuks (auto rickshawes],
cons, plgs, goats, taxis, motarbikes,
camels, eto, sxperthy weaving their
wehicles with astonizshing ease.
Trucks with the words "Horn please”
in big writing on the back ara
everywhers, sharingthe road ina
haphazard, yet harmanious way.

Juxtaposed amongst the vary
jproar and middle class is an Indian
tycoan’s USST billion houss,

27 storles, with three helipads,

a cinerma for 54, a four-storey
carpark, a total of 400000 sq fi

for just six Family mambsrs with
600 servants to take care of them.
Cin the strests below wornen
with small babies tap and k=g at
the wind ow. Some wornen give
Ehezir bakses ta athers for bagging,
sometimas drugging them tosleep,
Whatewer is "earred”is sharsd,

Clespite Mumbal's divers ity
fallowing the bombing in 20068
people joined together as ane,
supparting each cther and all

a0 Humane ]y reRmMer sorr

those who suffersd injury or loss.
Vizalth, poverty, caste and religious
differances were cast aslde. In
India, thers is a saying “the world is
your famiby” referring to strangers
irithe street as “brother, sister o
uncla®, Arms leoped owver shoalders
show the physical salidarity that
exists amongst each of them. Warm
welooming hospitality is a hallmark
of the Indian culture

TAKING CARE OF THE CHILDREN

Bipur an ancient city known as
the pink city of Hajasthan, is a city
whare wealth and poverty shars
The stressts together Jaipur's pace is
slowar, calrmer from Mumbai but no
l2ss fascinating.

The Geswanid family - the founders
of i-india - welcomed us at the
airport and drapsd garlands of
tose petals around our nacks,
Parters busisd thermsehes with
lzading the cars up with donatad
canwvas bags of dothes, toys, shoss
and educational rmatarial from
Singapore,

Monday morming, we visited

a relocatad slum community
called Bagrana. The people who
wiere there were onde living on
the strests of Jaipur, but were
rermoved by authoriti=s ina bid to
"beautify their city” for tourists.
Families are regularly removed and
taken toisclated aeas - forced to
survive with vary little, Often, no
ernployrnent, aducation, eledricity
of running water available,

Bagrana has been steadily growing
insize, though people are told

rit T build anything “permansnt”
as they will be moved on again.

Howewver, dasplte this, they have
rmianaged to build simple homes
out of mud bricks and cloth to
sheltar from the deserts’ axtrens
ternperatures., i-india's mokile
projects visit several of these
relecated communities providing
a Schosal on Whaels bus which
includes education of twa to thies
hears and a hot meal.

The i-india leep ambulance tends
it the families (donated by Street
Child Project Singa pore) and later
a watar tanker provides analfresco
shower and safe drinking water for
the farnilies. Thess projects are the
highlight af the children’s day as
rria iy of them will only know this
basic education, and the m=al they
gt is the only one for the day. The
teacher Kanta acknowlad ges sadly
that on Sundays the childen still
wait [n hope that the bus rmight
come, It dossnt but averny other
day it doss

Latar that day we went to see
Ladli, a center by Hindia to halp
girls. Ladli which means *loving
qirl” was started to enable childran
from the ags of 12 to l=am a skill
in jewalry making and tailoring.
The girls attending this center
rotate batween Ladli school

| Sblings who live under tha traim bridge
with thair mathar - surdving on Findia’s
School on Whesls' daily food and education.

2 Art lez=onz via the Scheol on 'Whaals.

3 Lussons sbout to begin via the Schoal on
Wheals bus.

4 Cleaning teeth using thairfinger as 2
tacthbrush,

5 W asked har what bar namse wes Anju -
a litd = girl whi ragpicls to surviva,

o Racaiving a dorated toy from Singapara,
urcartain what it was for
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I'n donated uniforms and barefoot, they sat

rf{:rﬁ—r'f:g;gfmf on the ﬁﬂm‘ ﬁsmﬂiug to the teacher

who was standing by the newly-constructed

blackboard. Education for girls is generally not

mmm:mpfﬂre in poor rural India.

dance and computer lessons. Each
participant is given a hot dally
meal, and is paid for her work.

| must stress this Isa voluntarny
center ina codntry which has

the world’s highest numbear of
child laborers. The children's
families allow them to attend the
center as the money eamed is
supporting them. Ladli is a haven
from the dangerous life on the
streets, where physical danger and
exploitation Is a constant threat,

About 50 of these gids greeted us
with sriles and welcomed us to sit
beside them. Chal tea was senwed
and we talked to the girls in simple
English and we purchased the

Jewealry.

The following moming, we set
off for Jhag Children’sWillage in
the seven-seater wehiclke which
Straet Child Project funded a
year ago. Along the way, we
came acrass another relocated
commaunity Unlike Bagrana, the
peophe here ve far more simply
with sticks and doth erecied fior
shefter. The childen with matted
halr waved and ran beside the
car in exciement. The School
on Wheeals was busy conducting
a lesson under a tree with the
chikdren sitting on mats learning

o] |

basic Maths, English and Hindi.
Thelr exencise books wers kept
neatly and they showed their work
proudhy. The mothears watchad the
lesson while others lined up at the
ambulance to have their chikdren
treated.

Mamy children had skin lesions
and infections — a major problem
due to lack of sanitation available.
Goswami intreduced us to several
wormen keen to earn a living by
making gudris. A gudrl is a rug
made fram hocal resources of
cloth and wool. The rugs provide
warmith during the winter, as well
as 8 place to rest on. During the
harsh winters, the small children
sometimes die from owverexposure
tothe cold.

These womean can make a gudri in
approximately three hours, with
each one costing approximately
U552 to make. We promised them
we would do our best to help
them start a small micofirmnced
business with the help of Hindia
who would oversee and support
their project. We gave out much-
needed clothes as well as soft
toys. Many of the children looked
puzzled at them but they soon
leamnt that they wene fior cuddling.

Later, we visited Jhag Children's

Village schoal, which is called Prem
Pathsala meaning the "school of
lowe”, The children weloomed us
with garlands of marigolds and
tika. We were shown the computer
room where several children sat
imrmersed in the lesson. Some 200
students attend the dasses. Prem
Pathsala School is a project of
Hindia Project Australia, 3 partmer
of Street Child Project.

Chue to enthusiastic interest

in education from the Thag
community, Hindia has setup a
kindergarten for children in the
comimon room of the shelter home
whilst the children whao live there
attend full-time school. | did net
expect to see so many children,
mamy of them girls; & brought
tears of joy to my eyes. In donated
uniforms and barefoot, they sat
crossHenged an the floor Fistening
to the teacher who was standing by
the newhy-constructed blackboard.
Education for girls is generally

not commonplace in poor naral
India. From a young age, boys ane
sent off to schood while the girls
rermain at home to work or c&re
for thelr younger siblings. Whan
you educate a girl, you educate
the whole family as well as the
negt genarathon. Girls will grow up
empowered and self-confident, and
will hawve increased earming power
and econsmic independenca.

Hnd&'s medical dinic is half
completed, and there s & new
home for girls to be completed by
January 2011. Plans for a vocational
training center 5 also in full swing
as well as expanding the school,
The second home in Jhag Village
was funded by Street Child Project
is Tull with 54 small boys. It was
origirally intended for girls but due

o many needing ungent housing,
they were placed inthe home. In
the afternoons, the children play
cricket outdoors or play in the

playgrownd.

Before | left | spoke tothree
small boys who moved to Jhag
Children’s Village skt months ago
after their mother begged Hindia
to take care of them. A prostitute
with a violent husband she kneaw
she could net give them a safe,
happy life. They sat on the steps
smiling and surprised to see me
again. The boys know they can
see their mother when needed,
and they an get educated and be
cared for at the village.

Most children fiving in the home are
orphans, | was introdu ced to two
brothers, Bity, four years old, and
Rahul, five. Thelr father is seriously
il, while their mother works as a
domestic servant. The money she
eaims goes into paying her husband's
miedicine. The boys were left to
fizrid for themsehees an the strests,
Their mether pleadad for Hndia to
cafe for them. This being a special
exception as orphans, children of
single parents, step-parents, cruslty
gt home, and abandoned children
are placement prioritkes for Hndia.
Before taking the childmen into s
care, iHndia meets regularly with the
Child Welfare Committes of India.

As the sun sets, the School on
Wheels bus heads to Ihag township
to pick up the children unable to
gttend school during the day but are
allowed to attend “evening school®
after their work and houss chores
are done, Here, lessons are two
hiowrs long, & hot mezl is given and
time o play outdoors after befone
b=ing taken home to their families

MORE SERVICES

The following day, wee met with
I-india staff, who man the 24-hour
help line. This emargency phons
line is free of charge for amy child to
call. Many children come to i-india
this way. Approximately 70 calls are
taken daily. Some need counseling
while athers need medical
assistance. The children know by
the many posters up especdally at
the train stations that help is thene
far them if needed.

[Findia runs a shelter at night for
children who choose to go back
to the streets during the day.

In the winter months when the
temperature drops below zero, the
Schiool on Wheels bus is parked at
the train station so children can
also find a warm and safe refuge
with support from Singapores
Tangln Trust Schood, & Ladli for
bays has been funded. Many boys
sat happily sewing and gluing
cards, decorating themn with their
individual artistic styles. Older
boys sat by the newly donated
sewing machines making bags. All
products are sold and each child is
paid. Having a Ladli for boys means
these boys no longer need to live
anid work on the streets.

The very last day was spent with
the girls. They held our hands and
smilled up at us, welcaming us into
their home. Thesea girls are the
Flucky ones” who are able to go to
fubl-time school. In India, women
sell thelr bodies fior prostitution fior
as little as a cup of tea 1o fead thelr
farmilies. Their daughters are at risk
of following suit, once thiey readh
pubery. The girs in -india homes
are protacted to some extent, but if
their mothers demand them back,

sadly iFHindia cannot refuse tham,

The new home we have funded in
Jhag far girls will b= a refuge for
these girls in danger of this (1hag

is 45 km out of Jaipurl. Again, we
gave out more donated dothes and
toys from Singapore.

We left for the alirport with great
reluctance and tears in our

eyes, Vislting iHndia was truhy life-
transforming. Each wisit that | make,
| come home fealing imvigorated
and “alive”even though there is
miuch nesd with so manmy children
denied even the most basic of
righits. Supparting iindia projects
enables thousands of children
oppartunities, giving them a hand
up out of the poverty trap. &)

Anita Williams Is the prasident N
and founder of Street Child
Project in Singapore, which
supports Hndia. She heard
about the NGO through her
famihy and was interested to
know miore. A visit four years
agowas “the most inspiring
and life-changing egperience”
and she found the organization
wiart by of suppart.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Street Child Project -
strestchildproject@gmail.com

s |:|ud |“1n| |D COM

india Project Australia -
whww. -indiaproject.ongau
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